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ACTION NEA-09 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO FBO-02 A-01 USIA-06 ABF-01 /020W 

021228 

R 050355Z MAY 75 
FM AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1376 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE TEHRAN 4133 

NEA/EX WILLIAMSON FROM PROVENCHER 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: AFSP, IR, USIRJC 

SUBJECT: HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS IN TEHRAN 

1. HOTEL RESERVATIONS NOW NEARLY IMPOSSIBLE OBTAIN. BRIBERY, 
POLITICAL PRESSURE AND OTHER DODGES FREQUENTLY REQUIRED TO 
SECURE ACCOMMODATIONS. WE KNOW OF AT LEAST ONE INSTANCE WHERE 
DOLS 75 UNDERCOUNTER BRIBE PAID FORASSURANCE OF LODGING AND 
SUCH SIZEABLE HANDOUT NOT GUARANTEE MORE THAN ONE NIGHT'S 
ACCOMMODATION. 

2. IN LIGHT THIS CRITICAL SITUATION AND CONTINUING FLOW OF 
OFFICIAL OR SEMI-OFFICIAL VISITORS WE WOULD LIKE SUGGEST 
NEA/EX AGREEMENT TO FUND EMBASSY LEASING BLOCK OF FIVE OR TEN 
DOUBLE ROOMS ON PERMANENT BASIS AT BEST NEGOTIABLE PRICE. ROOMS 
WOULD BE ALLOTTED BY EMBASSY HOUSING UNIT TO RECUPERATE MAXIMUM 
POSSIBLE AGAINST BUREAU FUNDS ADVANCE. ON BASIS CURRENT VISITOR 
RATE WE ESTIMATE VERY HIGH PERCENT OCCUPANCY. BELIEVE WE CAN 
MAKE ARRANGEMENTS WITH LESSOR TO COVER ALMOST FULL COST OF 
LEASE WITH OFFICIAL VISITORS AND/OR OTHER HARD-PRESSED TRANSIENTS 
WHEN VACANCY OCCURS. ESTIMATED ANNUAL LEASE FOR FIVE DOUBLE 
ROOMS IS $64,000. THIS BEST PRICE CURRENTLY NEGOTIABLE. 

3. AN ADDITIONAL BACKUP TO LEASED HOTEL SPACE WOULD BE TO 
CONVERT FOUR OR FIVE STORAGE ROOMS OF NOW SHABBY TOP FLOOR OF 
USIS FBO BUILDING INTO TRANSIENT QUARTERS WITH COMMON BATHROOM 
AT END OF HALLWAY. ESTIMATE COST ABOUT DOLS 5,000. USIS 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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WILLING MANAGE PROJECT IF EMBASSY COULD REFURBISH. 

4. PLEASE COMMENT ASAP. 

HELMS 
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